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Abstract: 

Khushal Khan Khattak was not only an owner of multidimensional 

personality but he was also an author of multifarious titles of poetry. He 

wrapped countless aspects of life in his poetry. The overall poetry of 

Khushal Khan Khattak portrays his supreme ideology in every field. 

One among the illustrious poetic compositions of Khushal Khan 

Khattak is associated to faith and religion. He has versified his 

illustration concerning faith and religion in a typical manner which is 

absolutely significant with regard to quality and quantity. However, it is 

a nonplus that no any researcher has yet peeped into the religious 

contributions of Khushal Khan Khattak to unwrap his ideology and 

prudence about the religion. Hence we have made an attempt to bring 

forth his religious studies and wisdom  so as to let the readers acquaint 

by this aspect of Khushal Khan Khattak’s personality. 

Keywords:Khushal Khan, Religion, Faith, Pashto, Poetry 

 

Khushal Khan Khattak was Afghan and amongst Afghans he was well acquainted of 

Afghans as asserted by Allama Muhammad Iqbal. He was a headman of the state, 

and as a leader, he was aware of Afghans’ efficacies and inefficacies. He was an 

intellectual Muslim, had a good knowledge of Qura’an and Islam. He had a self 

conscious personality. Khushal Khan belonged to a society where keen love and 

affection for Islam was considered more important than anything. 

Khushal Khan Khattak was an intellectual, a leader, a warlord, a philosopher, a 

geographist, a hunter, a chief, a poet and a writer simultaneously. Besides these, he 

had also command over astronomy.  The collection of Khushal Khan’s literary work 

portrays that he had narrated almost everything associated to life. This is the reason 

that researchers wrote thesis and books on various topics of Khushal’s poetry. 

However, nothing concerning research-based religious conviction of Khushal is yet 

worked out; although his poetry explicitly reflects that he was a religious learned 

scholar of Islam. Abdul Habibi states:  

���������������	�
����������������������������������������������� !�"#$
�%&'�(�")����*+���,-�.������/0��.���1�%2�(����3�.���4�56�.���7�%89�%:�(���

;�%<�=�% >��?@��� ��.���A�BC�D�56�.���E��
�

  

(Khushal Khan Khattak in his childhood had studied all the accustomed 

knowledge. His compositions signifies that he had studied Islamic 
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teachings like jurisprudence, Hadith, interpretation of Quran and other 

rational and philosophical edifications like logic, sagacity and literary 

knowledge and principles of eloquence like meanings, illustration, 

versification, rhymes and other, and he was an intellect of these.)  
 

Similarly Ghani Khattak, a famous Pashto critic, states about the scholarly vision of 

Khushal Khan:   
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(Khushal Khan Khattak had practically owned neat, clean and 

immaculate character. The spotlessness of his character is proved by 

the fact that Hazrat Kaka Sahib had willed his lave (bathe after death 

)to be made by Khushal only. This also affirms the trust of both on 

each other. This was an honor for Khushal. The will of Kaka Sahib 

to be bathed by Khushal only, affirms the neat and legitimate life of 

Khushal Khan Khattak. Khushal had command over the lore of 

Hadith and he knew jurisprudence to the extent that he had translated 

the famous book of jurisprudence “Hidaya” into Pashto language. 

Khushal had studied the lives of ‘The Rashidun Caliphs’ � ¬ h£�¦���) 

and other companions of Muhammad (P.B.U.H). He was adherent to 

the contemporary nobles and the interpreters of Islam but despite 

this, he had a secular life). 

Khushal Khan Khattak was an absolute Muslim; he was Sunni, Hanfi. The springs of 

Khushal’s contemplations sprinkle from Quran. He was well versed on Islamic way 

of life. He knew the ropes of Islamic society. On the strength of his profundity of 

knowledge and altitude of faith, he was aware of righteousness and values of Islam. 

He adopted this mode and held it. In this regard Hairan Khattak states: 

“In resemblance to the multitalented personality of Khushal Khan 

Khattak, his poetry is also comprised of a vast variety.  One of the 

viable aspects amongst his poetry is religious acquaintance. He was 

a genius person, who besides other references, is also regarded for a 

strong command over Islamic lore. But unfortunately no any writer 
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has yet narrated anything with regard to his religious attachments 

and his religious awareness and intellect has been overlooked.” 3 

Although Khushal Khan Khattak always remained active for attaining worldly 

supremacy and he battled more than one hundred fights for flourishing himself, but 

he always neglected worldly gains and prioritized creed and religion when both the 

worldly gains and religion had to come alongside.  

As we know that Khushal Khan Khattak visited Swat in 1086 hijri to gather mass 

against Moguls. By then, the people of Swat had great respect and affection for 

Akhun Darveza and his book “Maghzan-al-Islam” was considered a charter of 

doctrine and dogma. According to Khushal Khan Khattak, the views of Akhun 

Darveza with regard to the incident of Karbala, were objectionable and against the 

‘hubbe, ahl-al-bait’ ( أھ	 ا������  ). Hence he criticized Akhun Darveza and his book 

“Maghzan-al-Islam”. When Mian Noor, the grandson of Akhun Darveza and a saint 

of the people of Swat knew this, he instigated the people against Khushal Khan 

Khattak. Heresy and aggression of Khushal Khan Khattak was rumored amongst all 

over the Swat. This contempt created a dread of communal clash. The situation led to 

a public debate among Mian Noor and Khushal Khan Khattak which, on strength of 

cognition, vision and profundity of faithful insight of Khushal Khan Khattak caused 

Mian Noor’s defeat and Khushal Khan Khattak’s triumph. Due to this occurrence, 

Khushal failed to attain his aim concerning gathering of mass against Moguls. 

Although he had come to Swat for worldly gain but he gave up his wish for the sake 

of religion.  

Khushal Khan Khattak had attained religious knowledge but it is not known that how 

many teachers and who exactly taught him. Khushal Khan Khattak has only 

mentioned Shah Owais Siddiqui Multani who was a renowned sacred saint and a 

quintessential person of that time. In this regard Ms Khadija Ferozuddin, the first 

lady researcher, who did her D. Lit degree on Khushal Khan Khattak, states that:  
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(A learned person’s advice to continually adhere to acquiring of 

knowledge was acquainted by Khushal Khan Khattak. He had studied 

vastly and it is evident from his writings that he was well aware of the 

history of civilization and arts of battle and peace of different nations. He 

had studied biographies of great people and had dedicated his life for 

different branches of knowledge. Studying had actually involved in his 

nature and he continued it till the loss of his eyesight.)  
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Besides this, Khushal Khan Khattak has discussed Molana Abdul hakeem as follow: 

������� 	
����   

� ��� � 	��� ��� 5

 

(Maulana Abdul Hakeem-the saint of world’s religion) 
 

Molana Abdul Hakeem Sialkoti was also a renowned venerable person having 

religious acquaintance of knowledge. Although Khushal Khan Khattak didn’t discuss 

his pupilage of Maulana Abdul Hakeem, yet, in his famous book “Dastar Nama” he 

discusses about exploring a religious matter: 

"   � �����	�� ��������� 	
�� �	����� ��	� � ��  �! �"#$ 	 � �%& '	& ��  (
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. 3� �;�"2 3�  
   �۔"��� �  >�"2�3"<� �* =& 
(…….I was besieged by doubts and uncertainty in this matter, so I approached to the 

teachers’ teacher Molana Abdul Hakeem Sialkoti. As I have mentioned, absolutely in 

his words that behest of obligation of ‘Kharaj’ is passed upon all the public of Hind. 

This is ‘Kharaj’ not ‘Ushr’). 

Whatsoever, it is a fact that Khushal Khattak had attained religious knowledge. By 

then, there were no established schools, colleges and universities as now. Teachers 

had to be assigned to teach to the sons of plutocratic and notable people at their 

houses. The common pupils had to learn religious knowledge in mosques which also 

included the sons of plutocratic people. Most probably Khushal Khan Khattak, being 

a son of a headman (sardar), would have either attained knowledge at his house or 

would have remained a pupil at mosque along with sons of the plutocratic figures. In 

this regard, Pareshan Khattak, expressed his views: 
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(Ayyam-e-Shabab: Not only books were studied alone at that time as 

education and training had to be attained simultaneously. For each 

person, especially for princes and sons of the magnates, it was necessary 

to learn javelins, archery, swordsmanship and centaury since their 

childhood. That was the time of knowledge and action. Training of 

robustness and diligence was there besides mental knack. Ranging from 

kings and princes to the common people, everyone’s personal talents 

were used to be examined in the field. That was not the time to deal 

things on rose-bud-mouths as nowadays. In order to practically examine 

their strength, actuality and tolerance, besides attaining corporal 

trainings, no hobby was favorite at that time than hunting. That’s why, in 

ancient times, the princes and sons of magnates would spend their spare 

moments in hunting. Hunting during education, mentioned by Khushal 

Khan and mentioning that more than the seminary, his temperament was 

towards hunting, is a link of this chain. As if, he was interested in 

professionalism more than academics, similar to nowadays’ both types 

of education and trainings are taught together. The contestants who 

attain expertise in both aspects are considered suitable for leadership. 

This quality was considered more important for princes and magnates 

than a common man.)  

It could be deduced from the aforesaid references that Khushal Khan Khattak had 

attained the accustomed knowledge, beams of which frequently reflect in his literary 

thoughts.  Besides his narrations including discussions on Prophets, companions of 

Muhammad S.A.W, Asnaa-e-Ashra and Imams of Islam, he also adorned his poetry 

by mentioning numerous hadith, Quranic verses and such religious subjects. Dr Iqbal 

Naseem Khattak, with regard to Begum Khadeeja Ferozuddin states: 

��j��6 �7�Â��8 ��������������0©�6���e9: �;0����¨����x��������]<������.�æ�= �>�?
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(Whatsoever, one cannot remain unbelieving that the genius Khushal 

had attained abundant accustomed knowledge despite his overall 

fascinating expeditions, else how would he hold information to the 

extent to abundantly give references from religious books, Islamic 

teachings and jurisprudence, or to write books on these. Hence he 

would have must remained in pupilage of teachers for attaining the 
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accustomed knowledge, because instruction and direction are essential 

for highly brilliant people as well.) 
Similarly in this connection the author  of  “ DA TAND AW BAHAND 

TAKHUL SHAER” says, 
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 Khushal was an orthodox Sunni Muslim. He believed in everything 

concerned to Hanfi doctrine, like belief in oneness of Allah, the angels, the 

sacred books, the Messengers, the Doomsday, the accountability on the Day 

of Judgement for good and evil and the rebirth after death etc.)  

His religiously profundity is further proved by his engagement in interpretation of 

Quran and translation of Quranic verse: “Al-Yousuf” in Pashto Language. Similarly 

he has written a comprehensive poetic book “Fazal Nama” wherein he mentions 

religious affairs of Islam in detail. With regard to the said book, Dost Muhammad 

Khan Kamil states that: 

 ���] �"×�^�_`�a� ��GH ���}b�H�c�de �fg³�hijkl��imnk�nl� !�������������
��������0�L� >���o��p���Ãq�.��� ×��Yr�X�_`�0�s�t �u ���"v����w�x ��� y� ¬z{h|}~

&×��u��������j������Â�H�L�g�0����].)�H������²�¸��.���ü� ��X�_`�������}.�����
ü
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(Fazal Nama: The masnavi rhyme consists religious and 

jurisprudential matters. The year of its composition is 1089 hijri 

(1678-79).  In this book, Khushal Khan has described numerous 

matters pertaining to beliefs and acts in a most simple and conceivable 

manner. The aim of compilation of this book is to let a student to 

attain and know about important directions and matters, and if desires, 

to memorize in poetic form.)  

Khushal Khan Khattak has interpreted “Panj Ganj” a famous Persian textual book 

into Pashto language in poetic form. This book describes matters concerning prayers. 

With regard to the said book, Dr. Muhammad Iqbal Naseem Khattak, a well 

acquainted person of Khushal Khan Khattak’s views, states: 
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 (It has been translated in 1066 hijri. It seems to be the first ever 

compilation of Khushal and when edited and footnoted by Hamesh 

Khaleel, it published in 1996).  
Akhlaq Nama (���� ا��ق): 

This book has been written by Khushal Khan Khattak in masnavi form which 

comprises descriptions on Hamd, Naat, eulogy and other moral issues. While writing 

this book to describe the said issues, Khushal has kept Islamic teachings and 

guidelines in his mind. This book was first published by Pakistan Studies Centre in 

1981. Habibullah Rafi, the famous researcher of Afghanistan, states about the intents:  

" �QR2� A�  
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(As indicated by its name, “Akhlaq Nama” mentions discussions 

concerning moral issues. Followed by Hamd, Naat and eulogy, the 

issues regarding worships, integrity, invocation, gratitude, patience, 

trust in Allah, modesty, respect, courage, determination, endeavor, 

justice, courteousness and other like these in versified form.) 

Aaina ya Anaya (�
��� �
 �� :(آ

Khushal Khan Khattak has also written the book “Aaina ya Anaya” which is a 

religious book. This book is comprised of jurisprudent matters. With regard to this 

book, Ma’sooma Asmati records her views: 

"�£����/=������������������Z����� � ���
 

 (This book is jurisprudential and has been translated from Arabic language)  

Hidaya Kifaya (�
��� �
 :(��ا

These two books are written in Arabic language and are very difficult. Khushal Khan 

Khattak has translated these books into Pashto language. It becomes obvious that besides 

acquaintance of Islamic knowledge, Khushal had command over Arabic language as well. 

One among the scholarly accomplishments of Khushal Khan Khattak was “Fazal 

Nama” which he wrote in 1089 hijri. This book is related to operative etiquettes and 

principles of manners in its fifteen (15) chapters. The book includes four thousands, 

one hundred and thirty (4130) couplets. This book has been published by Molana 

Muhammad Abdul Shakoor in 1952. The writer of “Pashtoon Shanas” with regard to 

“Fazal Nama” states:  
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(This book is comprised of issues concerning jurisprudence, written in 

1089. ………. . By describing the hard and burdensome matters of 

Jurisprudence with ease and fluency, it is guessed that no topic was 

difficult for Khushal. Especially he had a command over religious 

knowledge.)  

The above discussion argues that Khushal Khan Khattak had attained religious 

knowledge and he had a keen study of religious affairs. We can frequently see 

contemplations towards religion in his writings. He mentioned the verses of Quran 

and has also wrapped insinuation of Quran in his compositions. Similarly he has 

discussed Hadith and jurisprudence as well. While elaborating with regard to his 

contribution in the subject of jurisprudence, it can be even deduced that Khushal 

Khan Khattak had translated the books written in Arabic and Persian language into 

Pashto language. Similarly he has written his book titled “Fazal Nama” which is 

related to the subject of Jurisprudence. In this book, Khushal Khan Khattak has 

elaborated numerous religious matters in the poems.  

It means that besides attainment of knowledge of Quran and Hadith, Khushal Khan 

Khattak had also learnt the knowledge of Jurisprudence, because writing a 

jurisprudential book is not everyone’s cup of tea. It is evident that Khushal Khan 

Khattak would have read numerous jurisprudential books for describing the religious 

matters and in light of that, he would have compiled the book “Fazal Nama”.  

It could be conclusively deduced that besides other references and aspects of Khushal 

Khan Khattak’s personality, a strong and creditable personage of his personality is 

religious acquaintance. Notwithstanding, researchers have worked on different 

aspects of Khushal Khan Khattak’s personality, yet his religious doctrine and 

spiritual vision demand for comprehensive research work. It is hoped that forthwith 

researchers would turn their attentions towards this.   
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