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Pessimism in Pashto Classical Ghazal 
*

 

Abstract: 

This article “Pessimism in Pashto Classical Ghazal” is the 

first ever literary research, at least in Pashto, to unveil the 

composite elements that contribute in understanding the 

phenomenon of Pessimism. The Researchers have tried to 

discuss with references the pessimistic approach in classical 

Pashto poets. This research will help in understanding the 

philosophical, psychological and social drives behind the 

Pessimism. The article will establish newer angles for 

criticism of the modern poetic/ literary creations. A new 

theory has been tried to be presented regarding Pessimism in 

this article by researchers. 
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)١( 

(Pessimism)(

))(()٢( 

))(()٣( 

)۴(

PessimismP

 

The term pessimism derives from the Latin word pessimus meaning 'the 

worst'. It was first used by Jesuit critics of Voltaire's 1759 novel 'Candied'. 

Voltaire was satirizing the philosophy of Leibniz who maintained that this 

was the 'best (optimum) of all possible worlds'. In their attacks on Voltaire, 

the Jesuits of the Revue de Trévoux accused him of pessimism 
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Pessimism is a mental attitude. Pessimists anticipate undesirable outcomes 

from a given situation which is generally referred to as situational 

pessimism or believes that undesirable things are going to happen to them in 

life more than desirable ones. Pessimists also tend to focus on the negatives 

of life in general or a given situation. The most common example of this 

phenomenon is the "Is the glass half empty or half full?" situation. In this 

situation a pessimist is said to see the glass as half empty while an optimist 

is said to see the glass as half full. Throughout history, the pessimistic 

disposition has had effects on all major areas of thinking.(۵) 

“An attitude towards the world (or a theory expressive of an attitude) which 

finds evil in general preponderant over good unlike optimism finds good 

dominant. Pessimism needs not to be articulate and even if articulate need 

not to reasoned.”Universe as a whole fails to fulfill the norms of the 

proponents of the theory or of external critics respectively.(۶) 

“Inclination to put the least favorable construction an action and happenings, 

from Latin pessimus+f-pessimus(isme). The philosophical doctrine that the 

evils of life overbalance that happiness if affords and that life is 

preponderantly evil. The worst possible are conceivable state.The 

philosophical doctrines are opinion that reality is essentially evil, completely 

evil or as evil as it conceivably can be.”(٧) 
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Two men look out through the same bars.One see the mud and one the stars. 
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.1.1 (Cursing Luck):
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.5.(DE civilization)(

(Hedonistic Aesthetic)(H

(Escapism)(



 9918                                                                    ––2017 

 

66

)٢۵(

)٢۶(

)٢٧(

)٢٨(



 9918                                                                    ––2017 

 

67

(Pendulum)(
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(((Condemning the material  World)(
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(((Condemning Beauty) (
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.5.(Monkshood) (
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(((Pathos)(

An element in experience or in artistic representation 

evoking pity or compassion; an emotion of sympathetic pity(٣٨) 

)٣٩(

)۴٠؟(

(((Whelming) (

(Melancholy)(

)۴١(

)۴٢( 

.7.(Masochism)(

The practice of getting pleasure from being physically hurt.(43)
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(5)   Bennett, Oliver. Cultural pessimism. Edinburgh university press. 2001

(6)   The Encyclopedia Americana by American corporation, Vol XXI, 1958, 

         Edition, page, 654  

(7)   Webster’s International Dictionary, 1961, Page# 1689 
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(43)(A.S Hornby, Oxford Advance Learners Dictionary, England, Oxford Press, 
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