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  Abstract: 
  

This article seeks to address a crisis in the literary criticism in Pashto 

language through an attempt to highlight the importance of the study 

of literary texts within their historical contexts.  It begins with a 

critical overview of current critical trends in Pashto literature, asking 

how Pashto literary critics are predominantly stuck on the primacy of 

literary texts and why they have hardly ever attempted to consider the 

non-literary texts as a historical context for the study of literary texts. 

It would be important for our literary critics and historians to develop 

a scholarly sense and use of the theory of new historicism and its 

applications because the deconstructing capacity of this theory 

promises to provide a much better theoretical and methodological 

premise for bridging the gap between ethnic Pashtuns and their 

cultural and intellectual past. New historicism discursively confronts 

the very underpinnings of new criticism and its alternative formalism 

that persistently assert the idea to regard the study of literature as 

literature and text as self-contained and self-explanatory.  
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“New historicism is a mode of critical interpretation which privileges power 

relations as the most important context for texts of all kinds. As a critical 

practice it treats literary texts as a space where power relations are made 

visible.”(2)  
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“Despite the fact that the New Historicism wants to return us to the real 

world, it must acknowledge that the return is language-bound. It is by means of 

language that the real world shapes itself. That’s why the New Historicist lays 

so much emphasis on the idea that the relationship between literature and 

history is reciprocal. Yes, history conditions what literature can say in a given 

epoch. History is an important way of understanding the valency of certain 

kinds of utterance at certain times. As what Greenblatt calls the “old 

historicism” had always argued, history is the background of discourse or 

literature. But the New Historicism wants to emphasize something quite 

different. Literature itself has historical agency, the discursive power to 

influence history reciprocally”(4) . 
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