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Istiqlal And Issues Of Journalism  In Balochistan
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Abstract:                                                                                                                                 
As Balochistan was most neglected part of the subcontinent during the British 

period. Like political, educational, social and economical advancement, the 

journalistic activities were also allowed very  late even the Indian press  Act 

1867 came into practice in 1937. In this article the writers highlighted the 

initial steps which were taken towards journalism. The writers also discussed 

the role of khan Abdul Samad Khan Achakzai and his vernacular weekly  

“Istiqlal” in the promotion of political struggle / movement for freedom. They 

also discussed the different aspects of the paper and commented on its role. 
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“Yes he applied for permission to start an urdu paper for religious, political, 

social and educational uplift of Balochistan. From the previous record of this youth 

and judging from the extremely unbalanced and provocative articles, he has 

contributed to papers published in India, he was not considered a suitable person to 

edit a paper on this frontier.”(6) 

1867119361

No. 1008/7/11/32/BooksN

19371(A.G.G)(

Application of Mr. Abdul Samad Khan Achakzai of Gulistane: 

(1) to open a printing press at Quetta by the name of “Aziz Printing and Litho 

Press” 

(2) and to edit , print and publish a vernacular paper by the name of “Jadid 

Balochistan” at Quetta. 

The history of this man is well known. In 1933 he applied for permission to 

start a paper and to keep a press. This was refused by the political Agent, Quetta 

Pishin. Questions were raised  in legislative Assembly with regard to  this and replies  

were sent. his correspondence clearly shows and gives detailed reasons for refusal of 

permission to this applicant. Apart from this, this gentle man has the following 

conviction against him: 
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(1) On the 25
th

 July 1930, was sentenced to two years rigorous  imprisonment 

under Frontier Crimes Regulations and  

(2) On the 6
th

 April, was sentenced to three years rigorous imprisonment under 

section 40  of the FCR following a charge of sedition and in connection with the 

farely , free kidnapping  affairs. He was released  on furnishing  a bond  on 7
th

 May 

1936. 

In these circumstances, I do not oppose his application.(7) 

11

22 

19331

1125219301

(F.C.R)(

2219341(F.C.R)(

7719361

19361

20219371

(A.G.G)( 

No initial security should be taken from Abdul Samad Khan Achakzai to 

publish his vernacular news paper. 

If there is subsequently any ground for objection, action can be taken under 

India press act (emergency powers) 1933.(8) 

19311
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“The delay in the publication of the paper was beyond his control. Deeds not 

words, he added, well govern the policy of Anjuman-I- Watan. The paper will resist 

against oppression and put forward every form of resistance. The “Zulm”of 

government , sardars, rulers of states and individuals will be strongly opposed and 

grievances, of the poor will be given wide publicity. Any constructive programme at 

political, cultural or economic uplift of the people of Balochistan will be strongly 

supported. Similarly, the claim for political advancement  for Balochistan and 

independence for India will be vigorously pressed by the paper”(9) 

19451 
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“Abdul Samad Khan already publishes a weekly paper under the name 

of  “Istiqlal”and I consider that if any further vernacular or other local papers 

are to be issued, there should be a fair distribution among editors, and that all 

paper should not be concentrated in one hand.” (17) 
(Agent to inoverner ineneal)(

“The applicant may be informed , that if he is still desirous of 

publishing his proposed “daily”, he  
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should furnish a declaration in the prescribed form under rules 5 of 

Act XXV 1867.” (18) 
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