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Abstract: 

This paper is an attempt to explore Pashtun culture and its distortion 

reflected in Khaled Hosseini’s novel “The kite Runner”.  The paper 

analyzes the Americanized characters and the native Afghan Pashtuns. 

The paper utilizes a qualitative research design with an exploratory 

approach. The method used in the study is content analysis. Thus, by 

analyzing the characters of the novel, the findings of the study indicate 

that Khaled Hosseini has mis portrayed and distorted the Pashtun 

culture in the novel. Pashtun culture is based on the fundamental 

Pashtun code called Pashtunwali which includes respect, love, passion 

and bravery. However, the American influence on some writers and 

their self-interest has distorted the image of Pashtuns.  
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