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Abstract:

The primary limelight of this research paper revolves around the topic of
literary theory and post-theory discussions in literary field. The researchers
have tried to pinpoint the critical approach of liberal humanism (traditional
approach) being applied prior to modern theory; which, they noted, had paved
ways for new critical approaches to literary studies. These new approaches
under the title of literary theory have ushered in a new era of critical
discussions. While plethora of questions and objections were also raised
against literary theory by various scholars, due to which, the post-theory or
after-theory debate begun. All these prospects of liberal humanism, modern
literary theory and post-theory have been critically visualized in this article.
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“One of the most dismaying features of theory today is that it is endless. It is
not something that you could ever master, not a particular group of texts you
could learn so as to ‘know theory’.” (3)
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“All the critical approaches describe in this book are a reaction against
something which went before, and a prior knowledge of these things cannot
be assumed. Hence, I start with an account of the ‘liberal humanism’ against
which all these newer critical approaches, broadly speaking, define
themselves”.(5)
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“Liberal humanism: A term for the kind of ‘traditional’ literary scholarship
that does not subscribe to any theoretical school of thought, e.g. Marxist
criticism, feminist criticism or new historicism...the term, which is largely
pejorative, was first used in the 1970s following the rise of theory in literary

studies...Its primary intellectual impetus came from figures such as Matthew
Arnold, Irving Babbitt and F.R. Leavis".(6)
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“Literary theory claims to speak for literature in general, for all periods and
cultures ...That literary theory is a toolbox which will always be ready to
supply the right instrument for the job in hand.” (8)

g5 el S g f 30,k alenl sup sl S (nl 34 5 s pas 4 (505 3] 043
655 50l sy annn Lo 8035 B 3058 (63 S LS 5T 52 S5 23] 5

G L3 SNBSS g0 05 4 o5 dd 23 b (s o0 o 15 00
w2l 3 g (Nopd s 03 48 saz 05 sl 5l LSS Goed 20l s g sl
S50l (o (oS 02l ag s 5 (S 52l bl ISy 3l 0 (S 05 S
015 5058 233 S Siloslag o o il gl G ot i 15 Ko (5580 131
3385 gy 5 S Jn 2ol S Sl g0 g

(Origin of Literary Theory) :Ju S99 ,é.,m

sosls 2] SO uls dyogm plag s J NS lasosl oyl o 3 o0 23 5
S (Poetics) o a3 U Uinb o ay sl 2 455 53 shanssl Sy g5 3] b (6555
o Ll piiy 2 .s%;”oé.?,_;&;u.bl 6-’“{5;&-’“.&““15\’%&5:‘&53'“95' 5&":‘5
aoéxaaﬂﬁgfydggaldguu:&.;é,.&aﬁjxljéjgdo,kﬁ.‘?l NI




2020 (5> -5, 5 43 235, 12 W oSS

&54‘1){3&533 %Jt‘pljﬂnglj‘w :«5{3%,4& 5&5)‘}%&5)}.?:%5‘”)‘ cé)
b 4l 4y (moment of theory) acd / celu (650 5 8 e LS| 5;;—55«5,;3 e >
bl (g4 0 (0 Cui 3ol 053l 2 Ens (6555 5 (i 0 pd (63 4y (2 4SS (504
,g;s’tb:_;l&;}..,..)umbj:d{g&i:éﬂzﬁgﬁ:ldgwﬁyuﬁ:l:L”;J;Lg
S (53909 O - glaw !
Sl 3 ao5l 500, 5 0ls 3 2 S ST b o o5 pady o) plasesl s
3z albansS 50 g Jumads b Colin g5 0 IS omasy a3 (83 ol Coea]
jloy’){glaﬁ_,;b‘,ﬁ%;bﬁg’.:.; :Af_,Sg.o_,a.ce\.;‘;,laLE; €03 At gy Sl 5 (g5 2]
'gy;&gu‘“ﬂdiﬂ&s‘”a)bjlgﬁéﬁ&%ﬁ‘éﬁ-’L-ig;“:Sﬂ“‘;"u}‘}:’C‘f\Slﬂb
Y eS8l a5 bg 258 W GLiSSw B s 08 S s s 0 Slsl
33 e sl (-3 YYT-TAY) sl 5l CRCARRELAAD oS 03 TORCRAS
(9)". 835 310 GOV ()l s S 5o s >
3l 3 oS (Republic) Sy & (¢ 8 YEV-¥YY, uyﬁ‘&éﬂ@ &gjjjgﬁw.ﬁ.s}:u
S Mo 3 o ssen 3 o MlSa 4 5,0l s S (5 S 0w Comarg g ol o5
S (S A 53 @ el 0, L5 o gex 30N (g 5 S 20k a3
(ideal) LSSL"JE" )I bbbé’-f cdv\-:-ljj Lﬁ .,\l.ﬁ.oajl 9 JL.::A.:U)‘ MJ":D‘QQS
slCdd> s S a> by oS 63 JsS Iy G5 S8 S (O h dgm s34 g
Fe a3 el Shsaid ol pllno s e 25 5 &5 23 b il
(10):. S JhigwaSSa m )l Jmog 3 Gl soslandl g 08
A e s S sy sulsona ol s SLE bl Gu s o oS0 a 003 oo
PUs o Jast 0N ASS 5y sl plael gl g h Sa) Sy 0 LIS s bl
S5 bsaS e el b (i Jleog s sl g S ad J i, ,l M Js ad
s sl ool Il s (@il 0 8 K3 g siisd 503 30,k cenl; JLo g 3 0N
&g&?})wwmd}uszu:yudﬁuu‘,ﬂu%;\boa%gfo,o,cu
Oy d b :&;J.pla.;|:63|3Ja.&@;,|,cu(A.ié)g;;fu&l&rbbbcub‘,}}{ﬂ"
sl b i 2 :wbl&;:x.&g,{.ﬁfj.\wﬂg",}ddjs D%ﬁc&sbﬁy%tﬂl
sl s i e ad guld )lall s o 03 & aiSan o)l pasi g3le 0 g 5




2020 (5> -5, 5 44 235, 12 W oSS

58S oS g ppgd ol s 05N s (KpSe S B oy S 4k
(11)" (555 5940 o 42 33 a3 3 (G335 23] 3450
o 2l s bbby S Ol 4 siig apd ag Lo sl 3 s sl o dST 5
Aijngyﬁglalin@jj&ijlﬁLi 2 Slamls iy s :_,;‘é.:JgL:S(Poetics)
45 a0 0 Ll s 3 oS Cou g3y shul o g e s plagosl S5 S
Grbo oS pumngn S5 233 sl gL G (SN ey s ool g 5 0L s
SIS i o
sl ol cadle g3 ad s i asd b d ad o gl sdlSe a2l Y
A2)" (g st Koo 55525 231 3
S5 o 55 (oS ay b s 5 b U gy iy shasl o (00 e gl 0,3 (93 4 pa s
43 5ol g dazs w33 3l O ey Jo 52 053 15 0 {503 Sy bl (g5 0] ae (g3
:gf\:_]&gﬁw‘,,wuld)‘,.gagsh“;l&
rasgajg;;,bba.;@w%cml M;;,JUT,..%),:.;,»&;,:I Sy s
A3)" 3 S sl (5 55 20 3 syl Sopgaddadens,l ks
&5 SN 5055 231 3 sk 0oy Ja g sl 3 ol el 534
ok 3 (g3l st (09 3 603 G B o i sl D dyannss oy s Sa
13 5l g8 S %;.;.So},.‘.)e\.aﬁ):e\ﬁdﬁqd&:b&p’.ﬁb}uwbaj@.@ftlpldm
J%_g%;.gfa}:.uj a:LiA.igz .29 (Art as Device) &5J (Viktor Shklovsky) é“}l.i}&u 3
dajbg&gj‘,.g:@c&g‘,f&g.\blﬁ‘}.:.hwlag,bxg;éﬂ.o SRS RS RSV VRt
o5 S s 385 5 g JUa 3 55 55 o g0l anS a3 g ass 5 S s p g0
Ssd aNS 5 ‘éﬁﬁJx|Jﬁg45°me%d;gg~uﬁ s s ol b S o0
e S .sg;.ia.! (Claude Levi-Strauss and Roland Barthes) o » &b,y ol ol s
WS ga gk 5550 5 by o Ju (oS AB syl by o 05 S e 2 S5 50 03 (&S sl
A8 (63 4 s (oS duy 3 sop 3 05 VAV 5l B gl s (g3 S Ay d Jln
o gl

“It may well be the case, as some critics’ claim, that literary theory has been
around as long as there has been literature, even if it has been termed “poetics'
for example.” However, aside from the fact that such remarks are not really
helpful, it remains the case that the advent of courses concerning themselves
with “theory' first occurs in the 1970s...,.” (14)
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“In the 1960s, firstly, there were two older, but still unassimilated, rival new
approaches, these being Marxist criticism, which had been pioneered in the
1930s and then reborn in the 1960s, and psychoanalytic criticism, which was
of the same vintage and was similarly renewing itself in the 1960s.” (15)
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“As flurry of titles have told us, the present age has opened upon the ‘End of
Theory’ or, more ambiguously, the moment of ‘after- ‘or ‘post-’Theory.” (18)
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"Theory, he writes, is always understood as being ‘too one-sided, the mere
half... of a whole in which the missing element is by definition truer, more
vital, more essential...The problem with Theory seems to be that it is always
accused of having missed something. That (truer, more vital, more real)

‘something’ has been in the past and is again designated by those coming
‘after Theory’ as ‘literature’ or ‘aesthetics’, criticism’ or ‘reading’, ‘culture’ or

‘politics’.” (20)
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"For Culler, in an essay in the volume What’s Left of Theory? (2000), it is
explicitly literature and the literary which have been neglected
...Cunningham’s answer calls for a return to the traditional close reading of
texts, which he believes theory has cast into outer...darkness."(21)
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"McQuillan et ... ‘[pJost-Theory is a Theory ‘yet to come. For these post-
Theorists, post-Theory represents a call for new vibrant, relevant, and readily
understandable Theoretical discourses."(22)
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"Hence one way of reading the post-Theoretical moment is to see it as
inaugurating a new disarticulation of Theory from philosophy. There are two
possible scenarios here. Firstly, post-Theory could mean Theory divorced
from philosophy per se; perhaps because with the demise positivism,
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Theorists no longer perceive any need of legitimating support from the
synoptic powers of the philosophical imagination."(23)
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