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(Romanticism Pashto Poetry in 20™ Century)
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Abstract:
Romanticism was a literary movement of the late 18" century and early
19™ century, a revolt against classicism to a more picturesque, original,
free and imaginative style in literature and art, emphasizing inspiration,
subjectivity, and the primacy of the individual and rejection of the
rationalism which characterized the Enlightenment. Most of the Phasto
poets of 20" century were influenced directly or indirectly by this
movement.In this paper, we have discussed some of the prominent
Pashto romantic poets of 20" century and their works, idea’s diction and
the ways how they were influenced directly or indirectly. Most of them
were the students of Islamia College Peshawar or Edwards College
Peshawar or they had studied English Literature.Some references have
been given from their poetry to prove the influence of romanticism.

Key Words: Romanticism, Litrary movement, classicism, Rationalism, Pashto

romantic poets.
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“A movement in the arts and literature, which originated in the last
18™ century, emphasizing inspiration, subjectivity, and the primacy of
the individual.

Romanticism was a reaction against the order and restraint of
classicism and neoclassicism, and a rejection of the rationalism which
characterized the Enlightment... Writers exemplifying the movement
include Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley and Keats”(1)
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The curfew tolls the knell of parting day,

The lowing herd wind slowly o’ver the lea,
The plowman homeward plods his weary way,
And leaves the world to darkness and to me.

Now fades the glimmering landscape on the sight,
And all the air a solemn stillness holds,
Gave where the beetle wheels his droning flight,
And drawsy tinkling lull the distant folds.(6)
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“Loves Philosophy”
D

The fountains mingle with the river

And the river with the ocean
The winds of heaven mix for ever

With a sweet emotion;
Nothing in the world is single;
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All things by a law divine
In one spirit meet and mingle
Why not I with thine?

(I

See the mountains kiss high heaven
And the weaves clasp one another;

No sister-flower would be forgiven
If it disdained its brother;

And the moonbeams kiss the sea;
What is all this sweet work worth

If thou kiss not me?(11)
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Seasons of mist and mellow fruitfulness,

Close bosom — friend of the maturing suns
Comprising with him how to load and bless

With fruit the vines that round the thatch eves run;
To bend with apples, the moss’d cottage-trees;
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;

To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,

And still more, later flowers for the bees,

Until they think warm days will never cease,

For summer has o’er-brimmed their clammy cells? (24)
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Where are the songs of spring? Ay, where are they?
Think not of them, thou hast music too, ---

While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day,

And touch the stubble-plan’s with rosy hue;

Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn

Among the river swallows, born aloft

Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies;

And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn;
Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft

The red-breast whistles from a garden-croft;

And gathering swallows twitter in the skies (25)
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“A thing of beauty is a joy for ever:

Its loveliness increases; it will never

Pass into nothingness.”

(Endymion) (28)
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“Beauty is truth, truth beauty’s — that is all
Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.” (29)
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Alas! I have nor hope nor health,
Nor peace within nor calm around,
Nor that content surpassing wealth.
The sage in meditation found,
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And walked with inward glory crowned-
Nor fame, nor power, nor love, nor leisure. (35)
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P.B. Shelley, “Stanzas written in Dejection” (Stanza-111), Complete Poetry of Keats and
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