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Critical analysis of violence in pashtoon society 

Dr. Barkat Shah Kakar

Abstract: 

 The statement that, “Pashtun constitute the largest segmentary 

tribal system in the world” has been validated by various 

anthropologists in the wake of 70 years work on the subject. It 

is the code of Pashtunwali that governs the daily life of an 

ordinary Pashtun living in the villages or roaming for 

sustenance as gypsies. Up to some extent, it also implies to the 

lives of newly settled Pashtuns in the metropolitan cities and 

towns. Like other tribal and patriarchal societies, the cultural 

construction of Pashtunwali also inherits practices and norms 

that legitimize violence in specific circumstances as a 

phenomenon widely accepted at social level. This paper tends 

to probe the question of cultural acceptance of violence in the 

socio-cultural and indigenous tradition of Pashtunwali. The 

paper constructs its theory and conclusion on the basis of 

empirical data collected from the five districts mentioned in the 

details. The paper elaborates the cause and effect relationship 

of the occurrences of violence and its restraints, especially on 

the social groups like women, children and social minorities.
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(Mirror Neurons)

(Marco Iacoboni) (

“What makes these cells so interesting are that they are 

activated both when we perform a certain action—such as 

smiling or reaching for a cup—and when we observe someone 

else performing that same action. In other words, they collapse 

the distinction between seeing and doing”(6). 
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 (Violence 

Prevention Alliance)  P 

"The intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or 

actual, against oneself, another person, or against a group or 

community, that either results in or has a high likelihood of 

resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, and 

deprivation.(7)" 
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 (Domestic 

Violence)V(Encyclopaedia Britannica  

Online)OO 

“Domestic violence, social and legal concept that, in the 

broadest sense, refers to any abuse including physical, 

emotional, sexual, or financial between intimate partners, 

often living in the same household. The term is often 

used specifically to designate physical assaults upon

women by their male partners, but, though rarer, the 

victim may be a male abused by his female partner, and 

the term may also be used regarding abuse of both 

women and men by same-sex partner”.(8)  
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(Myths and Stereotypes) (
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(Gender Based Violence)(

(Private Matter)(

 

(Domestic Violence)
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