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The authors of this paper tried to shed light on the 

Paremiology, significance and role of proverb in society. Its 

simplicity, brevity and metaphoric nous multiply its 

prominence. This is how allegorical meanings of the proverb 

lies in its expert interpretation not on word by word translation 

or what it seems to be. Moreover, the languages literarily 

considered rich in terms of literary assets when it has had a 

huge strength of proverbs. Among which the Pashto has no 
exemption.  

This motivated the orientalists as well Pashto folklorists to 

execute research on in the prescribed field of study. And thus 

compiled dozens of valuable books on proverbs in Pashto. 

However, still scientific research in the said field is yet to be 

carried out due to which a missing space is direly felt in 

literary arena. The scholars have strived to cover its 

importance, allegorical meaning and usage in classic 
literature.   
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“Paremiology (from Greek παροιμία paroimía, "proverb, maxim, saw") is the 

collection and study of proverbs.”(2) 



88161828–– 2016 

 

 

33

“This is evident from the ways the research participants defined 

proverbs. They emphasised either the rhetorical power of 

proverbs…taste of the talk …weapons of verbal attack…or their 

traditional authority in transmitting wisdom…relics of the past 

glory…concentrated knowledge.”(4) 
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“As far as the definitions of a ‘proverb’ are concerned, they are based on 

precision, origin in human experience, social phenomena, folklore and general 

truth. If one keenly look at all the ‘definitional components’, truthfulness is 

quite challenging of all because it is not the absolute truth rather it is the 

societal interpretation of the truth” (7) 

FigurativeF

8..
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“The anthropologist Akbar S. Ahmad has noted that Pashtunwali 

is unwritten but could be found in the themes of proverbs, 

metaphors and parable” (11) 
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The thesis concludes that, rather than considering folk 

proverbs as ‗factual‘ and ‗valuable‘ sources of cultural 

expression, scholars should pay more attention to their 

‗performatory‘, ‗derogatory‘ and ‗declaratory‘ aspects as 

these often relegate women (and ‗other‘, weaker groups) to a 

lesser position in society.(13) 
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