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TAPPA AND NATIONALISM
Abaseen Yusafzai
Abstract:
Tappa is the unique, basic and most popular genre of Pashto
poetry. It has specific meter and syllables. Subjectively, it
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possesses a large canvas. Every kind of subject can easily
narrated in tappa. Every dimension of Pashtoon life can be
seen in tappa. In this research paper nationalism in tappa is
discussed. Pashtoons are naturally nationalists, that is why the
poets has made its portrayal in tappa as well. Pashtoon
historical heroes, historical characters are discussed in tappa
in an artistic manner. Moreover, Pashtoon cultural values,
traditions, customs etc are also a part of the same. | hope the
readers will take interest in this dimension of Pashto tappa.
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“I have given you the meaning of his (Pukhtun) folk-songs
but not their rhythm and flow, their most important
elements. You can't understand a folk song by reading it,
you must hear and see it. You can’t understand velvet from
a description of it. You must touch it with your fingers and
rub it against your cheek in order to know the deep and
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subtle shades of softness, that go to make there If you
really want to hear and know a Pathan folk-song, go to the
bank of one of his many rivers, preferable in the evening
when the girls to fetch. Their water and youths hover
around to get their daily dose of hope and longing, the only
wine the pathan drinks”’
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