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Literary Criticism and New Historicism
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Abstract:

This article seeks to address a crisis in the literary criticism in Pashto
language through an attempt to highlight the importance of the study
of literary texts within their historical contexts. It begins with a
critical overview of current critical trends in Pashto literature, asking
how Pashto literary critics are predominantly stuck on the primacy of
literary texts and why they have hardly ever attempted to consider the
non-literary texts as a historical context for the study of literary texts.
It would be important for our literary critics and historians to develop
a scholarly sense and use of the theory of new historicism and its
applications because the deconstructing capacity of this theory
promises to provide a much better theoretical and methodological
premise for bridging the gap between ethnic Pashtuns and their
cultural and intellectual past. New historicism discursively confronts
the very underpinnings of new criticism and its alternative formalism
that persistently assert the idea to regard the study of literature as
literature and text as self-contained and self-explanatory.
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“New historicism is a mode of critical interpretation which privileges power
relations as the most important context for texts of all kinds. As a critical

practice it treats literary texts as a space where power relations are made
visible.”(2)
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“Despite the fact that the New Historicism wants to return us to the real
world, it must acknowledge that the return is language-bound. It is by means of
language that the real world shapes itself. That’s why the New Historicist lays
so much emphasis on the idea that the relationship between literature and
history is reciprocal. Yes, history conditions what literature can say in a given
epoch. History is an important way of understanding the valency of certain
kinds of utterance at certain times. As what Greenblatt calls the “old
historicism” had always argued, history is the background of discourse or
literature. But the New Historicism wants to emphasize something quite
different. Literature itself has historical agency, the discursive power to
influence history reciprocally”(4) .




2015 S - SV 76 14 c)l.o.fa 7 ..\J.‘>9.Z.Q"

|2 55 Syl Jomsly puls & oo > S (Js5a U 50 2 520 25200 0,5
axyls .@ywljaﬁ%ﬁj:rﬁw&.& L,'a.:&,?,,.b-.o:ﬁonlﬂo.\,‘jd&ﬁjawlj
b 093 3 7, 5l 5l 5%;’;@,33') 205005 23 oeal 85 Jsma)l AT AL
PN %rgfyﬂbj‘iﬁ;&g’cub.é;?A.c.SAJJJL:.gNS}_;SQ&-ngSL;xAg@JU;}Ad:
55 Gl S (85 e Fape Ji S s s ey 4 Sl 53S0 s bl
&3 | 4S5 agy e ey s Lanl b S s adoas 2 U 2 2l el
x=°“~‘~:—?,.,-~%é=ub°x‘-%-‘>%¢%eb'~§§ﬁﬁﬁﬁJ%xﬁgﬁJugﬁk
@A 5l b o 2 a3 g 71 02 15 b sl g 058 s S

%@éi'ﬁaﬁ@Jﬁﬁgﬁ&ﬁdsJ‘wﬂJﬂ-ﬁaﬁUJIJ@)UJIJJL-..-.’JI°
&JUJQ&M&@J}M}KUO.RL{ :ﬁngg;“.fo;gﬂ "Sf‘;w
|55 5248 (S Lo pnsl iy B0l p im0 3 5 b adey oI5 G Jleis 5 )L
bl e s 00 o A gnla W 5 s sl Jlsdas e 2855 0
ol s Nogddiy 5SSl ok s B e s L) Sl i s e
a0 slms 3l By e Sl WS e s e sl 2 e 2 Sl S (2 S
:wwm.lwl.éj

Sl byl b oA e Slosl s S asssl ay g S
wj&;;;f%;js 345 5,01 ool se o plE, 0 S5losl s CJL&;\&L& VSR P ST PU Py
o e 8 Kb gr;‘J:J sl )l ag e bl g sl (g S Ty
@z Ol colowis 53O0l i & a2 A S w s o a 5B 2l )5S
M%gﬁé)wdbaQ)’ﬂéJdéJ;gisL;’J‘-;)i#xf > sl &
Ajiéw?&,:.@biﬁ-%rgjo)@gf|ﬂb)lé:A@M&;ﬁ?o;%;)ﬁ”mjlxﬁ
ad)jg,L.So;Sh%;{Ijg}wl);:QLﬂSg;}CJQMMJJIQNS:JLSWOV >
oy Sho J2d 5 6B b s sl Jm il 580 s et 2l oSS L5
Lol i Dlaglas So U el ag 2l s sl s 5 mbs g0 s Jlorial
$oabobioms p IS absas 5l oo g 52l 5ol s IS s Jos ol
38 S WSy o st e sl st il L 0 b ol e 2
343 Al 5 S 1Ll ase s o aS 2l O] ae i (o S el
&8 gsx g St IS s 2




2015 S - SV 77 14 c)l.oufa 7 ..\J.‘>9.Z.Q"

%;Q:Lgljs.s};ga,g.gbb&,\.:ﬁdc,.:ﬁ:J&;Sa}ngshdﬁgel&;M:
neadplS gy acs s b il o0 S N 22U el 2 s
ywﬂgéﬁoﬁmm&gobwij la‘,s-wdoj,@jbﬁwsga
jggusypgﬂ:é@gji&uubgﬁﬂ“gﬂnﬁc“:QQ;L:M;JJJIJ%;\U)
S&.J%;’.‘SJJ";&L:‘“
oS Adpp el @xﬂ&é';ﬁjbg«“xxgréfdmwﬁxﬁfﬂ
J.g‘c;.o;%;ulﬂ’cubs.&;yjsbulgrb;lj.o(.ShyoL.;J:ﬁljjl&s_;fw\)é.;sly
WSS g S Sy aia b peain ks L (S 5S S b iy Yol b (Sosasls
&,&.g:)bh\.g:@)bjlrhadGﬁwagblﬁ;jsj&Jlngjlﬁ:wﬁ:
i oS 505 U sl SsdS 3 Jaslil 0B ass wd e ool s sl Ja a8 5 a
S5 I7 A sz

Hokok




2015 S - SV 78 14 c)l.o.fa 7 ..\J.‘>9.Z.Q"

e

AR éﬁ cY' Y M.bfwyuﬁlj.&bdbw cuajf;)-n—éu cuiﬁfjjb c@IJJ(l)
Macmillan Press ,New Historicism and Cultural Materialism ,John ,Branningn
6.P ,1998 ,London (2)

"’rtf"”mﬂfﬂl—/'d%’ -?«/z’:f.;«bcf’;.;,lf-f‘w :;,:,,:,g_.z,g_;{b‘_?,g,“},i'/| 3)

(4) Yale Univ ,Literature Theory of .P .H ,Fry ,ersity Press London2012P 250 .
Wy o eV TAT LT P ‘u};"iﬁ-'\gj-;-‘;' S g cacd g3 ol oS il ol « 2t §5)
Yod. Y7




