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Pashtun tradition and cultural action
. ; Wols s, Sla
Abstract:

Cultural processes have always been instrumental in shaping
people’s peculiar attitudes and world views. As a creative act how
cultural processes gets through a perpetual process of construction
and deconstruction is one of the prime themes that has been
discussed in this paper. In the first part of the paper, the author has
carried out extensive epistemological overview to understand and
articulate the fundamental concepts and dominant theories in the
discourse. While in the second part an in-depth analysis has underpin
circumstantial parameters and concrete pragmatic patterns that
always influences cultures and traditions. How these patterns fit into
the tradition of Pashtunwali; the unwritten code of Pashtuns is one of
the main question, the paper unfolds.
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“Cave art and carvings in abundance 60,000-40000 ago, domestications of plants and
animals 14,000-6000 years ago, First use of clay for dwelling 11,000 BC: First
writings in India 5500 BC, Gilgamesh first imaginative epic 2900 BC, first legal code
2100 BC and the wheel came into being in 2000 BC” (1).
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“Culture is derived from Latin and literally means for cultivation” (5).
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“The customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits of a racial, religious, or
social groups also: the characteristic features of everyday existence (as diversions or a
way of life) shared by people in a place or time”©6).
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“The act of developing the intellectual and moral faculties especially by
education”(7).
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"By culture we mean all those historically created designs for living, explicit and
implicit, rational, irrational, and nonrational, which exist at any given time as potential
guides for the behavior of men"(8).
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“God had a pile of rocks left over after creation, and so he made Afghanistan”(14).
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“We are content with discord, we are content with alarms, we are content with
blood, “the old man told him but “we will never be content with a master”’(16).
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“Afghanistan is a nation of soldiers, every adult being (apart from any military
training he may receive) a ready swordsman”(17).
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“Afghanistan then produced as a writer has said, nothing but stones and men: the
stones made good Sungars, which thousands of men were always ready to defend”(18).
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