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An analyis of theories regarding geneses of language
* 55 g S

Abstract

Since Linguistics is the study of Language, it is imperative for
a linguist to know what language is?. Language is a unique possession
of man. It is God, special gift to mankind. Language is a very complex
human phenomenon. There are many theories about the origin of
language. This paper is an attempt to present a sketch of these theories.
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"The ding — dong theory sustains that there is a mystic
correlation between sound and meaning. Like every thing
mystical it is best discarded in a serious scientific
discussion(3)
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"A fifth theory of the origins of languages takes the view that
gesture language preceded speech. Supporters of this theory point to
the extensive use of gestures by animals of many different kinds, and
the highly developed systems of gesture used by some primitive

people"(5)
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"When we find in the archeological record, specific types of such
purposefully fashioned tools persisting over time in the form of a definite
tool making tradition we sea a Cultural trait that we assume could not
have come in to existence with out language from it transmission we
infer the operation of a fundamental function of language, the
communication of already acquired knowledge. This indirect evidence
makes it highly probable that the earlier non- sapiens human species
which can be shown by archeological evidence to have fashioned tools
and transmitted the appropriate techniques from generation to generation
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like wise had language. If the inference from this evidence is valid then
language is several millions years old"(10,.
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