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A Hisorical Account of “Shaal”: The Quetta Valley

Shoukat Tareenx*

Abstract:

The term Shall has been widely used in the historical accounts by
various historians for the today’s Quetta valley that is the ca[ital
city of Balochistan. In this paper the scholar has traced back the
term and its subsequent context that elaborates the political and
historial importance of Shall and its adjacent Pashtun and Baloch
cities and valies. There are substantial missconceptions about the
term and the Quetta valley that are constructed by various local
and external historians. The writer has argued with substantial
historial evidences and has proved that, the use of this term
transcends the 18th century politics of this region and finds this
term in almost 800 years old historical accounts.
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"the ancient name of Quetta was shal, term by which it is shill known
among the peopal of the country and which Rawlison traces back to ten
the century" (1.120
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"This chief ,Mihrab khan thinking himself independent at this season
of convulsion ,condequent on this downfall of the safawi monarchy had
lately encroached upon the afghan district of shal,or shal mastung, or
mastang as it is also called and had possessed himself of its town and of
its kot or fort, situated on a high mound in the mkddle of a plain, such a
mound the afghan of the kansi or kasi tribe, to whom the trach belonged
call in ther language a "kwata,h".(18.6111)
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(1)Imperial Gazetter of India (Proincial servies) Baluchistan Sang-E-
Meel Publication Lahore 1991
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